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(ii) Tribute of Dr. Akira Mifune

A E fHBYE  LESI Past President for 2008%

Dr. Akira Mifune passed away in Tokyo on
June 27, 2013. Akira joined LES Japan at the
very early stage of its foundation back in 1972
and has been very active both in LES Japan
and LESI and made numerous contributions
to develop LES families. Akira was the
President of LES Japan from 1987 to 1989 and
the President of LESI for 1992. Akira was
awarded the Gold Medal from LESI in 2003.
Among others, in 1996, he took the initiative
to start “Winds from Japan”, an informative
English language news to introduce LES
Japan and Japanese IP matters to friends and
members in LES family. The publication is
presently issued two to three times a year on
the LES Japan Website.

Akira was born on December 1, 1928 in
In 1945 Akira

entered Naval Academy where he acquired

Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan.

many lifetime friends. In 1952 he graduated

KB - EEARERT AEL

from Tokyo Institute of Technology and
started his carrier at Teijin Limited, involved
in research on synthetic fibers, and in 1961
he was awarded a Doctor of Engineering on
the Research of Polyethylene Terephthalate.
Since mid-1970 Akira had been responsive to
IP matters in Teijin for about 20 years and
established the computerized IP management
system and was involved in many infringement
suits and “preventive” technology licensing
negotiations.

Besides the business, I know Akira had a love
for pictures and chorus. Since mid-50th Akira
started taking pictures. Many LES people
know his eagerness about pictures, and on
later days he often joined Photo-Exhibition and
I recall visiting his group s exhibition many
times. Akira joined the chorus group of Teijin,
and after retirement from Teijin he restarted

the chorus by joining a group of Naval
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Academy classmates. His group was awarded
the Tokyo Metropolitan Mayer' s prize.
We all will miss a great pioneer in technology

transfer and in the LES family.
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